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Health officials look into pertussis outbreak at a school, day care or child care facility
[bookmark: _GoBack]City, Oregon — There is an outbreak of whooping cough (pertussis) at a school, day care or child care facility. Number cases have been confirmed since date.
The outbreak is at a school, day care or child care facility with infants or small children. Local or Tribal Health Authority officials are taking extra steps to protect babies and children. Insert outbreak-specific recommendations for preventive antibiotics, if any, here. Population should be vaccinated as soon as possible if they are not up-to-date on the pertussis vaccine.
“Kids are at risk for many serious diseases. Keep their vaccines up-to-date. That is the best way to protect them from whooping cough, mumps and other vaccine-preventable illnesses,” said name, title. “It helps keep schools and the whole community healthy.”
Insert health officer quote about risk to babies and young children and need for pregnant women to get vaccinated here.
A child can have a pertussis vaccine as early as 2 months old. All adults and teens should get the adult booster shot, Tdap, if they have not already. Pregnant women should get a Tdap vaccine every time they become pregnant. If people don’t know if they are up-to-date with their pertussis vaccines, they should check with their health care provider.
People who are sick with pertussis often have a “whooping” sound after a coughing fit while gasping for air. The sound is what gives pertussis its common name, “whooping cough.”
Whooping cough was much more common in the United States until vaccines became widespread in the 1940s. To know more, please call Local or Tribal Health Authority or visit www.cdc.gov/pertussis.
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