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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION (Updated 07/2024) 

J.H. Baxter Health Consultation 
Backyard Chickens and Dioxin 

This factsheet is for people who raise or want to raise chickens 
in backyards affected by historical operations of the J.H. Baxter 
wood treatment facility in west Eugene, Oregon. Learn about the 
possible risk of eating eggs from chickens raised in these areas.

What’s the problem?
•	 The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) found elevated levels of dioxin in some residential 
yards north of JH Baxter [go to oregon.gov/jhbaxter for more information].

•	 Unlike garden plants, chickens accumulate dioxin in their bodies, which 
they pass on through their eggs and can build up in our bodies. Chickens 
can consume dioxins when they peck at the soil and eat insects and 
worms from the ground.

•	 If soil levels of dioxin are higher than 4.7 parts per trillion (ppt), eggs from 
chickens raised on that soil can be high enough to harm the health of people 
who eat them for a year or longer. Eating eggs may elevate reproductive 
health risks.

Dioxin in soil

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/healthyenvironments/trackingassessment/environmentalhealthassessment/pages/bxsite.aspx?utm_source=oha&utm_medium=egov_redirect&utm_campaign=https%3a%2f%2fwww.oregon.gov%2fjhbaxter
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JH Baxter Site
Area of Investigation

The shaded area within the green solid line
is where DEQ and EPA have taken samples
and intend to take more in the future.
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J.H. Baxter area of investigation map

If you raise chickens within the area of investigation and your soil has not been 
tested or the soil dioxin level is higher than 4.7 parts per trillion (ppt) you can do 
the following: 

•	 Fence the chicken coop and their run area and cover the fenced-in ground 
with coarse wood chips to a depth of 6 inches (the chips will compact to 4 
inches over time). This will minimize the chickens’ contact with the dioxin-
contaminated soil. 

•	 If this cannot be done, residents should not eat backyard chicken eggs.
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For more information

Contact information:
Email: ehap.info@odhsoha.oregon.gov

Address:	 Oregon Health Authority -EHAP 
	 800 Oregon St., Suite 640  
	 Portland, OR 97232 

Additional resources:
•	 To read the full Health Consultation report, visit OHA’s JH Baxter Webpage 

(oregon.gov/jhbaxter)

•	 Visit OHA’s Healthy Gardening webpage

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

You can get this document in other languages, large 
print, braille or a format you prefer free of charge. 
Contact the Environmental Health Assessment 
Program (EHAP) at ehap.info@odhsoha.oregon.gov 
or 1-877-290-6767. We accept all relay calls.
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