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Protecting Oregonians from Tobacco in a Modernized
Public Health System

* This number is an estimate from the 7,270 Oregon deaths in 2014 from tobacco (see Oregon death certificates) and
updated data on number of tobacco-related deaths and deaths from secondhand smoke from chapter 12 of the latest
surgeon general report (http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/reports/50-years-of-progress/).
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Gaps persist
Cigarette use has declined over time, but disparities persist and emerging tobacco products continue to
attract new users. The most current data available show:

• The adult cigarette smoking rate was 18 percent in 2015.(1)
• The 11th-grade cigarette smoking rate was 9 percent in 2015, and the use of e-cigarettes
alarmingly increased by 750 percent between 2011 and 2015.(2)
• The smoking rate among adults enrolled in the Oregon Health Plan was 29 percent in 2016.(4)
These high rates of tobacco use come back to Oregon in the form of a staggering $2.5 billion in lost
productivity and medical costs from tobacco use each year.(5)
The CDC recommends an adequate baseline funding level to carry out a fully effective tobacco program.
Oregon is funded at 25 percent of CDC’s recommendation. The state and local public health system is
taking a comprehensive approach to tobacco prevention by engaging a wide array of private and public
sector partners, including coordinated care organizations (CCOs). Public health is working with CCOs to
ensure coverage of comprehensive cessation benefits and create effective referrals to the Oregon Tobacco
Quit Line. Public health is also engaging local decision-makers, employers and other sectors with health
system partners to create more tobacco-free environments around the state and protect people from
exposure to tobacco.
Tobacco use is still Oregon’s #1 cause of preventable death. Public health is already using a
comprehensive, evidence-based approach to address tobacco prevention and cessation through systems
and environmental change. We can achieve much more under a modernized public health system.
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