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The North Central Public Health District requested assistance in
understanding if exposures from AmeriTies posed a long-term health

risk to residents near the AmeriTies facility in The Dalles, Oregon. The
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) in partnership
with the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) released a health consultation
addressing this question using data collected in 2016 by Oregon’s
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).

Site background

AmeriTies-West is an 83-acre wood preserving and railroad tie production
facility that has operated in The Dalles since the 1920s. DEQ performed
air sampling in The Dalles from June to November 2016 to learn more
about naphthalene and other polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHS)
exposures in air near AmeriTies. In December 2016, AmeriTies began

to use a new preservative to treat railroad ties. The new formula uses
less naphthalene. DEQ continues to work with AmeriTies to reduce odors
coming from the company’s wood treatment operations.

What are the findings?

After analyzing the 2016 air data, ATSDR concluded that exposure to
outdoor air concentrations of naphthalene and benzo[a]pyrene* (a type of
PAH) do not pose chronic, non-cancer, public health risks. The estimated
increased cancer risk is two additional diagnoses in 100,000 lifetimes.

The Dalles, Oregon

What is a Letter Health
Consultation (LHC)?

A LHC answers a specific
question about how a
chemical exposure may affect
health. LHCs are not medical
examinations or community
health studies. LHCs include
the following:

background information

community concerns

analysis of long-term
health impacts

limitations
health conclusions

recommendations



This risk is much smaller than a person’s overall risk
of cancer. ATSDR acknowledged DEQ’s expertise
and authority to assess and reduce odors.

Odors

People exposed to strong odors may experience
physical symptoms. Some people are more sensitive
to odors than others. Environmental odors can
trigger a range of physical symptoms that impact
quality of life. The lowest amount that humans

can smell is called an odor detection threshold.
Odor detection thresholds were available for three
PAHs sampled near AmeriTies. The measured
concentrations were lower than the thresholds, but
the concentrations were an average over 24 hours,
not at one moment in time. Linking odors to specific
compounds can be difficult. ATSDR acknowledged
the efforts that DEQ, residents of The Dalles,
AmeriTies and others have taken to understand and
reduce odors and emissions thus far.

Figure 1: To better understand concentrations of
PAHs and Naphthalene emitted from AmeriTies,
DEQ placed air monitoring stations around the
facility and in nearby neighborhoods.

ATSDR’s recommendations
e DEQ collect more data at similar locations and
during similar weather to assess the impact of

a different treatment formula.’

e DEQ sample for more air toxic substances, as
resources are available, to provide residents
of The Dalles with information about other
substances in the air."

e DEQ continue odor surveys.'

e Residents can further reduce their PAH
exposures by not smoking.

Helpful resources

Read the full report:
www.healthoregon.org/ehap

For more information on PAHS:
https:/www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tfacts69.pdf

For more information on naphthalene:
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfags/tfacts67.pdf

Access resources about odors:
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/odors/index.html

Submit an odor complaint:
http://www.oregon.gov/deq/aq/Pages/Nuisance-

Odor.aspx
For more information about this Letter Health

Consultation, please contact EHAP at:
ehap.info@state.or.us or call toll free: 1-877-290-6767.

*ATSDR was not able to evaluate noncancer risks of other
PAHs or PAH mixtures because there are no health-based
comparison values available for PAHs except for naphthalene
and benzo[a]pyrene.

"For information about DEQ’s actions, visit-
http://www.oregon.gov/deq/Programs/Pages/AmeriTies-

West.aspx

You can get this document in other languages, large print, braille or
a format you prefer. Contact the Public Health Division at 971-673-
0977 or 971-673-0372. We accept all relay calls or you can dial 711.
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